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Dr. Connally is the founder and CEO of Culturally Responsive Environments and Discipline
(C.R.E.A.D.). She is an implicit bias consultant for NTIRE, a certified restorative practice
trainer and has expertise in culturally responsive pedagogy. Dr. Alexandria Connally serves
as the Director of Equity in the Nyack School District. She is the first to hold the position
of Chief Equity Director within a school district in Rockland County. Alexandria is the
assistant to Regent Wills. She also worked with Regent Johnson to shape the NYSED’s
Committee on DEI. Alexandria also served as the Youth Voices facilitator to the NYSED
BOR Chancellor Rosa. Dr. Connally was a leader of the Yonkers My Brother’s Keeper
Initiative. Under her direction, the program has received state and national recognition.

Jackie has been providing communications counsel to corporations, NGOs and individuals
for more than two decades. At a time when stakeholders expect engagement and
transparency, she works with her clients to tell their story across a variety of platforms and
build connections. She also helps identify potential issues and provides crisis
communications support, developing messaging and managing media. Building on her
passion for education, she founded Concordant Communications in 2019 and currently
supports four public school districts in Westchester County, NY.

CEO and Founder and Disciple (CREAD)of Culturally Responsive Environments

DR. DAVID MAURICIO

Dr. David Mauricio joined the Peekskill City School District as Superintendent of Schools
in July of 2018. He pursued his post-secondary education in Buffalo where he received
a bachelors, masters and a doctorate from Buffalo State College and the University at
Buffalo. He also served in the United States Army Reserves and has spent over 25 years
working for public schools as a teacher and administrator. He is joined tonight by his
Peekskill colleagues Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education, Mr. Dan Callahan
and Director of Diversity and Equity, Dr. Margie Daniels both of whom have vast
experience in public education.

Superintendent, Peekskill City School District

JAY WORONA

Mr. Worona is responsible for representing NYSSBA in litigation on wide-ranging legal
topics such as tenure and seniority rights of school employees, special education, the
constitutional separation of church and state as it applies to the operation of public
schools and the legal authority of school boards. He also serves as an adjunct professor at
the School of Educational Administration and Policy Studies at S.U.N.Y. Albany. Mr.
Worona has been admitted to practice law by the New York State Bar; the United States
District Court for the Southern District of NY, Eastern District of NY, Northern District of
NY, and Western District of NY; the United States Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit, Sixth Circuit and Eleventh Circuit; and the United States Supreme Court.

Deputy Executive Director & General Counsel, New York State School Boards Assoc.

andOwner President, Concordant Communications


